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Education

Montclair State University

B.S. in Mathematics 

State University of  New York

M.S. in Computer Science

Ph.D. in Computer Science 



Career

New York State Police

Sr. Software Engineer 

2008 - 2013

Blackhawk Network

Staff  Engineer 

2016 - Present

Ztar Mobile

Sr. Software Engineer 

2014 - 2016

Alliance of  Technology and Women

Director, Professional Development 

Committee

2014 - Present



Poland
to 

United States 



Moving to a foreign country

• Language barrier  - social aspect

• The depth of  cultural differences  

• Travelling/moving  back  to your country  of  origin

• Applying for a green card



Montclair State University
to 

State University of  New York



Getting your 
degree

• Try something new early

• Choose your adviser 
VERY wisely –
academic/personality 
match 

• Know the fundamentals 
very well

• Technology jobs pay very 
well



State University of  New York 
to 

New York State Police



Your network

• 16 organizations in the CS 
department alone

• Off-campus organizations –
attend  more than once

• LinkedIn Connections –
make them in advance

• Network before you need 
something

• Pay it forward



Off  campus organizations

• Alliance of  Technology and Women (DFW*ATW)

• High-Tech High Heels (HTHH)

• Women in Technology International (WITI)

• Empowering Women Leaders – Dallas Chapter



Applying for 
your new job

• Enhance your resume

• ALWAYS negotiate your 
salary

• Accept a job that you are not 
ready for

• Have a LinkedIn presence 



Resume tips

• Pay attention to spelling and punctuation

• Switching fields - add a cover letter with details

• Keep up with new formats of  resumes

• Coming back to the workforce

• 2 minute rule

• Do not put skills that you cannot back up with projects

• Do not put LLCs that did not succeed







New York State Police
to 

Ztar Mobile



Negotiate your salary

• Know your salary range in advance:

- Websites (salary.com)

- Headhunters who you know personally

- Senior level women met during events

• If  you give a range be prepared that they will offer you a lower end

• Be prepared to negotiate by saying “I would love the opportunity. I was 
hoping for a compensation closer to x”



LinkedIn tips

• Put as many variations of  the title as possible

• Have a professional picture

• Ask for recommendations before applying for jobs

• Post your pictures from professional events on LinkedIn 



Ztar Mobile
to 

Blackhawk Network



At your new job

• Your direct manager is more important than you may think

• You CANNOT change people, you can only change your behavior

• You define your destiny

• If  you are unhappy do not wait too long



Lumina personality test

Extrovert

Big Picture Thinker

Introvert 

Down to Earth

People Focused

Inspiration Driven

Outcome Focused

Discipline Driven 



Non-profit organizations

• Pay it forward

• Find friends

• Build network

• Provide access to executive suite

• Provide access to events



Do NOT ask for permission

• The idea is very simple: if  you want a career in CS, go for it

• There is a no club membership required or approval mechanism

• All you need is to work hard and act smart!

• A great field is waiting for you IF you are willing to invest necessary time and 

effort

• Check Internet for solutions



Thank you !!!


