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Some people figure out early in life what they are good at, then plan their careers and lives accordingly. But some of us may feel like we are 

stumbling through the dark looking for our path. That’s ok, and it might even leave you open to possibilities you had never considered.  You 

will never discover your strengths, however, unless you are willing to get in a *try, fail* loop that does not end until you find your path. 

Women have special challenges, professionally and personally, that make career planning problematic, but a flexible attitude and openness to 

the challenges that confront you go a long way towards building a successful career. After all, it’s up to you to define what success means for 

your life. 
 

 

 

Dr. Karen Mazidi is a Senior Lecturer in the Computer Science Department of UTD since Fall 2016. Dr. Mazidi began her career in Computer Science 

in the late 1970s, on a dare from a friend. Since then, she has been a software developer, educator, and textbook author. In 2013 she decided to go 

back to school for her PhD in Computer Science, focusing on Natural Language Processing. Work on her PhD led to several publications in top NLP 

conferences.  

* *

Grace Series Talks are Empowerment Talks for Grad and Undergrad 

Students in Computer Science and Software Engineering 

Presents 

CONTACTS are Computer Science Faculty:   

Dr. Pushpa Kumar, Dr. Janell Straach,  

and Dr. Linda Morales 


